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Sea of troubles incurred in
torrential downpours could
total half a billion kroner

LATEST figures sug-

T e

Foul weather failed to stop play for the Shakespearean acters at Kronborg Castle,

residents reported flooding.
Bornholm has been particu-
larly drenched, receiving 70-
80mm of rain between Monday
night and Tuesday morning.
Hardest hit was the town of
Renne, whilst the northern part
of the island was luckier and
‘only’ received 10-12mm. The

rain flooded basements, and in
several places the asphalt on the
roads has lifted due to the rain,
say Bornholm Police.

According to data from the
national weather service DMI,
around 116mm of rain fell in
Copenhagen in the 24-hour peri-
od between Saturday and Sunday

In bad weather: tis nobler to suffer

whe persevered with their performance of Hamlet on Tuesday

evening. To put that in perspec-
tive, it is the same as emptying
58 two-litre bottles of water on
every square metre of ground.
However, the 24-hour record
still stands at 169mm, which
drenched the city in 1931.

Continues on page 3

Monarch
offered
Denmark

King Christian IX offered
Denmark to the German
crown in order to save
Schleswig-Holstein

DANISH king Christian
IX allegedly offered Den-
mark to the Prussian King
Withelm I in July 1864. This was
apparently a desperate effort to
keep the south Jutland regions of
Schleswig and Holstein within
Denmark, following the Danes’
defeat by the German forces.
Author Tom Buk-Swientys
describes the events in a new
book that will be published later
this month, following unprece-
dented research in Christian IX’s
private archives, conducted with
the permission of the queen.
Christian IX was born and
raised in southern Schleswig and
was eager for the country to hold
on to the two regions, feeling that
even if Denmark became a Ger-
man state, it would still reign
over Schleswig and Holstein.
However, since he contacted the
Prussians behind the back of the
Danish government, he could
have been charged with treason.
The Prussians, meanwhile,
decided they would have too
many problems with Denmark
becoming a German state,
instead incorporating only
Schleswig and Holstein. (alf)
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AUSTRIAN WINE

When many people hear of Austria and wine they think of the big antifreeze scandal of 1985, when it was revealed that some wine

brokers had been adding diethylene glycol to their wines to offset the taste of one particular bad batch.

The scandal nearly destroyed

4000 years of wine history, but in the long term it has actually been a blessing in disguise. Following this ordeal, Austria was compelled
to tackle low standards of bulk wine production and reinvent itself as a producer of quality wines. By Hodman Murad

s a departure from the massive yields of the 1980s, Austria

is now a country of mainly small-scale, family-run wineries

— more than 9,000 actually —and at most of them it is very
common for grandparents, parents and children to all work under
the same roof with one another. This tradition has insured that
the skill and passion that’s required to make a good wine is passed
down from generation to generation.

Austrian wine has been garnering accolades from critics and wine
lovers around the world. Unlike larger wine countries, Austria’s
uniqueness stems mainly from its remote regions. From the valleys
of Danube to the peaceful hillsides of Styria to Vienna, the coun-
try’s major wine growing capital, the distinctive environments of
these areas enhance the quality of the wine. The exciting aroma
of Austria’s wine is hightened by the different types of soils. Also,
Austrians are well known for their respect for nature and are the
record holders in organic farming. Ten percent of all vineyards are
organically run in Austria. This, coupled with the fact that geneti-
cally modified organisms are completely banned in Austrian farm-

ing, creates a grape that is free from artificial taste and pesticides.
Wine has been a big part of Austria’s culture for more than two
millennia. Explore its wine country and you'll find Roman cellars,
medieval villages and Baroque monasteries. Of course, while win-
eries maintain their respect for tradition, Austria is in a unique posi-
tion to create a foundation for a contemporary wine culture. This
is reflected not only in the wines themselves, but also through the
new Vc.ﬂw._m: winery architecture boom that is garnering interna-
tional attention such as the conceptual, deconstructed metal box
in Langenlois.

Austrian wines are some of the most food-friendly wines in the
world. Not only do the famous Pinot Noirs or Rieslings of this tiny
country pair nicely with traditionally Austrian meals or Viennese
dishes, they also go marvellously with a vast array of food styles
from all around the world. At the International Congress for Chi-
nese Cuisine and Wine in Beijing and Singapore this year, Austrian
winery Griiner Veltliner & Co. was revealed as producing some of

the best pairing wines for Chinese and other Asian cuisines. &

" Copenhagen Cooking Festival - 20 - 29 August 2010
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